Citizens of French Guiana in the Amazon rainforest are debating whether the territory should host a huge gold-mining project. A decision from Paris is expected imminently. France's President Emmanuel Macron has declared that such projects will be allowed only if they are exemplary in terms of their environmental and economic ramifications. In our view, this project fails on both counts as currently proposed.
The Russian-Canadian Montagne d'Or mining company plans to extract about 20 kilograms of gold while discarding 80,000 tonnes of matrix every day. Situated between two protected biological reserves, the proposed 800-hectare mining site hosts some 1,558 plant and 546 vertebrate species. The area is also rich in archaeological sites, including 15 sanctuaries built by ancient American Indians.
According to the World Wildlife Fund, the consortium would earn more than €3 billion (US$3.5 billion) over 12 years, of which only 2% would go to French Guiana. The taxes generated by the project would be outpaced by public subsidies, in exchange for just 750 local jobs.
At a time when France is about to officially recognize the importance of preserving biodiversity in its Constitution, it would indeed be paradoxical to authorize this mega-mining project. 
Boring speakers talk for longer
Dull talks at conferences can feel interminable. Or could it be that they really do go on for longer? I investigated this idea at a meeting where speakers were given 12-minute slots. I sat in on 50 talks for which I recorded the start and end time. I decided whether the talk was boring after 4 minutes, long before it became apparent whether the speaker would run overtime. The 34 interesting talks lasted, on average, a punctual 11 minutes and 42 seconds. The 16 boring ones dragged on for 13 minutes and 12 seconds (thereby wasting a statistically significant 1.5 min; t-test, t = 2.91, P = 0.007). For every 70 seconds that a speaker droned on, the odds that their talk had been boring doubled. For the audience, this is exciting news. Boring talks that seem interminable actually do go on for longer.
To avoid banality, speakers should introduce their objectives early on and focus on pertinent information. They should avoid trite explanations, repetition, getting bogged down by irrelevant minutiae and passing off common knowledge as fresh insight. Robert M. Ewers Imperial College London, UK. r.ewers@imperial.ac.uk 
